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nor inventions, the Chinese-did not
really know what they T when
they came up with gunpowder, The
original purpese was for enterlinmeit,
firewnrks displays. Someone, some-
where, sometine. somehow discovered
i gunpowder was phiced in a hollowed
out bamboo tube followed by any
projectile or projectiles which would fin
in the barrel and then towehed off al the
back with a fuse, very interesting things
Ivspgren, This wiss the st example of
handloading and from that time until the
lzist Balf of the 19 contury handioading
really was fand-Loading,

Tn 1836 Sam Coll produced the fiss
truly workable repeating black powder
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5 s aflen happens with discoverics

singun, (he Colt Paterson, This little
five-shot revobver-required the user to
T oad by placing powder in each
chamber from the front, then placing 2
ol ball a1 thi mouth of each chamba
and seating it with either i separate
ramimes ar ane builtinte the under car-
riage of fhe baviel, then placing srease
over the top of each ball to seal the
chatmbers agninst chain fires, and then
firelly placing o eap over each nipple al
this hack of the eylimder,

- Thie eoming of the first Senith &
Wiesson and Colt connidge firing sie-
guns did nol ohsolete liter rereussion
revalver designs overnizhe. Shooters,
especially those on the far frondier,
reafived they could carry povdar, balls
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Hedgdon’s Pyredex P
[/ was used for shooting
the NAA BP 235,

and cap and always be able to load their
awn; Cunshops and hardware stores

ﬂlpp]}'i:? arnmunition were definitely
few and far between, Today thousamds
upon thowsands of shooters still enjoy
Tt Toading their own the old way, and
virtually every percussion revolver of
e [9th cemtury las been replicated lor
the pleasare of 21t century devolees
of the Holy Black, There's something
ahout black powder shootine that gets
into he mind, soul, body, and spirit

ariad we wre willing 1o put up with the
required hand loading as welk as the
smoke. the smill, und the cloanup mess,

Teeny Tiny
hooting black powder
revalvers i simply fun,

S o as 1 vesiid many times
shooting should be fun. The
Tknove of
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The answer isa most resounding yes
and Morth American Arms zetually
builds .22 capand ball sixguns, mini-
revolvers réguiring hand loading.
These linle spur-iricgered, fivesshot
235 are not toys and, are in fact high
quality waorking revolvers,

North Amigrican Arms aflfers two
madels, the NAX 22 Cap and Ball and
(he NAA Super 22 Cap and Ball: the
latter lias a longer bareel and eylinder
for increased velocity, Both the barrel
and cylinder of the smaller model aee
approximately 1" ia length swhile the
Super Model's correspanding mea-
suremenls are approximately 157 in
length, Merh American Arms supplies
sverything needed except powder and
cap. This includes 22 bullets; powder
measares, loading wel, even ¢ nipple
picks they alzo offer custom grips,
including oversize grips which are
easicr to hold onto, and holsters, To
load cither version the spring-loaded
exlinder pin is pulled forward. the

evlinder s removed, and then hand |

loaded and carefully retorned to is
proper position. .
Wanting to see just how powerful
these little guns were | made up a
baffle Dox figuring threw 757 pieces
af pine would be enoegh amd actually
L only needed one. Using the provided
powder measure, Hodpdon's Pyrodex
Foand s Remington #10 percussion
cap, Lhe muzzle velocity of the s1an-
dard WAN 22 wazs 287 fps: while 1he
loniger burrel and evlinder of the Super
22 wis 420 fps — neither wele pow-
erful enough 10 penctate (he first pine
board complietely. When ficed, the 22
bullets from each one penetrated 1o
198" and .232" respectively, and then
bounced off and it my denim jacker
So, the first losson learned is div el
shool a hard objecis at cloge range,
Painl shooting on paper resulted in
goad aoouracy, and basically both of
these linle 225 shoot 1o point of aim,

Just For Fun )

"we ofien carred a 22 LR ara 22
Mugnum ina shirt pocker a3 a backup
te Y normal coarmy gun, or ina lfew
circumstances when nothing else was
practical; butl that is pot what these
Mini-222 ‘are intended for. ‘These nee
not Packin® Pistals but rtler Pleasur-
able Pistols. Fill the cooler with lunch
and cold drinks, invite family mem-
bers or friends, find 2 shady spor o
sib down, and then enjfov each other’s

company and porg 1

fun of shocting.
Lo more info, Norih Amievican drmy,

2150 Souith 930 East, Prova UT 84008, |
RO B2 5TER, W Haanting com, |
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Barnes Busters drpp b
and pther big,

1l heawy
lead core, this premium hunting ballet
delivers bone-crishing gower dombined -
with maximum penefration. . i

These cannelured, heavy-for-caliber
bullets won't expand, even in dense

muscle and bone, Bullets remain
intact [acket-core separation,
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